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Our next touchdown will be on Saturday March 28th at Melrose Landing at the Capozzi's Hangar. This 
will be a one day (Saturday only) event. (There is space for camping for those who would like to arrive 
Friday) Come for a full day of hangar flying and good eating. This event will be dedicated in honor of 
Ollie and Lorene Washburn for their untiring dedication and volunteerism on behalf of the general 
aviation community. The breakfast menu includes eggs, sausage, grits, Kim's delicious biscuits and 
sausage gravy, coffee, juice and fruit. Breakfast will be served from 8:00 A.M. Till 11 or so. For those 
who linger till lunch time or show up late, lunch will be served around noon. The menu is known only 
to Kim and a few privileged insiders. (No, guess again. It's not those giant scrumptious hamburgers that
showed up at the December fly-in) I promise, you won't want to miss it!! If you miss it, you'll have to 
wait till Sun N' Fun to experience it.

Ya'll come hungry and plan to stay for lunch. You won't be disappointed. 

If you're driving in the address is: 392 Melrose Landing Blvd
Hawthornes, FL. 32640

Flying in, it's Airport Identifier “FD22”
Runway 5/23, 3400 ft asphalt plus 1200 ft of turf
Rt traffic pattern on 5, Lt traffic pattern on 23
Monitor 122.9

On the weekend of April 10, 11, 12, the Recreational Aviation Foundation will be having their second 
annual Blackwater Anniversary Fly-in. They have invited all FSAACA members to attend. As Steve 
and Bobby reported in the December newsletter, Blackwater airstrip is 4000 feet of manicured and 
glassy smooth sod set in the Blackwater Forest. We will be camping “under the wing” Friday and 
Saturday night. There are restrooms and hot showers within a short walk. Activities available are 
hiking, swimming and canoeing. Bring your tie downs, camping gear, food, snacks and beverages. 
There is no fuel available on the airport, however there are several airports within 20 minutes that have 
reasonably priced fuel. Check Airnav.com for fuel prices in the area and availability. 
There will be a small charge for overnight camping ($10.00, $15.00 if you use the hot showers) and 
you must pre-register. For more information go to  http://theraf.org/civicrm/event/info?id=168 or 
contact Jack Tyler at jtyler@theraf.org. See you there!!

http://theraf.org/civicrm/event/info?id=168
mailto:jtyler@theraf.org


Flying in, it's Airport Identifier “8FD3”
Runway 18/36, 4000 ft grass  
Lt traffic pattern  

April 21st through 26th will be the dates for this year's Sun N' Fun International Fly-in and Expo. As has 
been the case since FSAACA spawned  Sun N' Fun 40 years ago, FSAACA will be providing food and 
refreshments to airborne arrivals and welcoming pilots and friends from around the world at our 
Vintage Building. FSAACA has been Sun N' Fun's premier ambassador of good will since it's inception
and will continue to be so as long as we are allowed to do so.

On February 28th, the annual George Read memorial/FSAACA sponsored fly-in at Twelve Oaks was 
held. 700 foot ceilings over nearly the whole State and intermittent rain showers prevented ANY 
airplanes from flying in. That's right not a one, zip, zero nada. However the fly-in turned out to be a 
great success anyway, in spite of mother nature. There were about 110 meals served, with members and
friends driving in from as far away as Orlando and St Petersburg. FSAACA is grateful to the Twelve 
Oaks group who made a generous donation to us out of their proceeds.

On the weekend of March 13th through 15th, the Friends of Arcadia Airport, Rodeo Weekend fly-in was 
held in Arcadia Florida. WHAT A GREAT WEEKEND!!! The weather was great. The entertainment 
was great. The food was great. The company was great. No complaints anywhere. The following was 
picked off of the Friends web-sight. I think they said it best.

Huge Success !

Posted on March 16, 2015 by George Chase  

Rodeo Weekend Fly-In / Camp-Out was a blast for all who attended. Thanks so much to everyone that 
joined us for such a great weekend. The winds were up for sure but sunshine made things right. 

We had 26 aircraft fly in and camp out on our new camping area. We must admit we were surprised on 
how many AC managed to actually park next to the circular taxi way. I counted 12 with the rest on the 
grass next to the campsite. What a photo op ! Everyone was thrilled being able to have shade where the 
planes are parked. 

We had 48 registered campers and they all attended the Rodeo on Saturday. The traffic caused some 
trouble for our transportation back to the airport but we are already working on a solution for that for 
next year. 

Friends of Arcadia Airport would like to say a special thanks to Jack Tyler for taking care of ticket sales
for the RAF crowd. Others that deserve a special shout out are: Tim Clifford, RAF. Jamie Beckett, 
AOPA. Phil Wild, CFPA. Also in attendance was a contingency from the FSAACA made up of 
President Steve Knouse, V.P. Bobby Capozzi & Sect. Kim Capozzi. At the Saturday evening meal 
Steve stepped forward and on behalf of FSAACA members presented a check for $1,000 to Friends to 
assist us in finishing the pilot shelter for the campsite. WOW what a surprise, George was speechless 
and his wife Joyce had to step in and give a proper thank you to FSAACA on behalf of Friends. This 
check will put us over the top in funding the shelter. Thanks to all FSAACA members, Friends of 
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Arcadia Airport appreciate this generous donation. 

Please consider joining the FSAACA group and get information on their Fly-In schedule. Contact Kim 
at: FSAACA@AOL.com 

FSAACA members attending and not mentioned in the above were Mike and Trish Angell, Linn Walters, Jon Baker. 
John Leiby, Mark Johnson, Calvin Reynolds and of course Pat and Jack Tyler.

 We are so very sorry to report that our long time friend and FSAACA member Jim Colburn 
flew West in the early morning hours of March 1st. Jim was always quick with a joke, a good 
story or good natured criticism. He was a long time FSAACA volunteer and Board member. 
You will be sorely missed Jim. Rest in Peace and Blue Skies, my friend.

The obituary of another long time FSAACA family member:
Charles R. Deck of Jacksonville, Florida passed away Thursday, February 26th in Orange Park 
Medical Center after a brief illness. He was born in Ft. Wayne, Indiana on February 18, 1925 to
Charles R. and Pauline Deck. He met his wife on Kingsley Avenue in Orange Park in July of 
1946. They married in August of 1947 and had five children. He was an avid pilot and pursued 
a career in aviation. He liked to say if you have a career doing something you love then you 
will never work a day in your life. He retired in 1990 from General Parts as their Chief Pilot 
and spent his remaining years engaged in general aviation. He leaves behind his wife of 67 
years Harolyn Deck, daughter Gail Cook, son Gary Deck, son Michael Deck and his wife 
Patricia, daughter Sharon Hensley and her husband Jerry, daughter Terri Minwer and her 
husband Jack, 10 grandchildren, 7 great-grandchildren, brothers Ben Deck and Jim Deck and 
his beloved puppydog Shelby. 



We also lost another aviator and builder extraordinaire this month. Many of you knew Leonard 
Elmendorf. Len passed away on the morning of March 7th. Leonard was the type of guy that 
didn't know the meaning of “can't be done”. He built or was involved in the building of over 30
aircraft in his life, many of which began as sketches on a yellow pad. His long time friend and 
protege, Kim Kovach wrote the following about Leonard.

 Leonard Elmendorf was an avid pilot, but was better known as an aircraft builder and restorer 
who put his personal craftsmanship in to well over 30 airplanes. Len FLEW what he worked 
on. In the 1960's, there was the Baby Ace, the Waco, the Bucker Jungmann, and his own design
known as "Flip Flop". In the 1970's and 80's, there was the Stinson, the Skylane, the clipped 
wing Decathlon, a Champ, a Cub, and even a Hiller helicopter. In the 1990's and up to the 
present day, there were more Champs, more Cubs, another helicopter, another Waco, a couple 
of RV's, an original design that looked like a Cessna, and his crowning achievement..... a 
scratch built Bucker Jungmeister. Len also flew all types of factory production aircraft. The one
he talked about the most was the Famous Grumman Goose.
Kim Kovach 
You will also be sorely missed my dear friend and mentor. Rest in Peace and Blue Skies.

FSAACA is on the web. Go to: www.fsaaca.org

FSAACA Headquarters
392 Melrose Landing Blvd
Hawthorne, Fl. 32640
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